The “Z” stands for Zebadia

Ronald Z. Whipkey was a trench digger extraordinaire.
Whipkey developed the now famed “Whipkey Trench” to
quantify the relative contributions of different soil layers in
generating lateral subsurface flow in forest soils. While
much of Whipkey’s work has been somewhat discounted in
recent years—due to disturbance of the small pits on the
flow field around the opening—the work did promote an
awareness of lateral preferential flow at the hillslope scale.
A diagram in Atkinson’s chapter in the classic text “Hillslope
Hydrology” edited by Mike Kirkby shows this effect nicely.
By the way, if you ever see the now out-of-print text in a used
books store, grab it! You could make sizeable amounts of
cash hawking it on EBay to hillslope aficionados world wide.
This text is considered the King James version of hillslope

bibles.







